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CONCEPT NOTE



FEEDING THE PLANET: A GLOBAL CHALLENGE 
TO BE ADDRESSED WITH SHARED STRATEGIES

Under the slogan “Feeding the Planet, Energy for 
Life”, the 2015 Italian edition of the Universal Expo 
has opened a global debate on the future of food 
right that is leading to decisions and strategic 
initiatives to be implemented globally. 

Feeding the Planet is a twofold challenge. On the one 
hand, there is the urgency, especially in developing 
countries, to ensure the availability of food for a 
constantly growing population. On the other hand, 
there is a  need to ensure the quality, hygiene and 
safety of food produced and distributed in an 
increasingly global supply chain.

Both perspectives must take into account the need 
to reconcile different approaches in full respect of 
global sustainable development, in its broadest 
sense, including environmental, social and economic 
aspects, which are currently implemented through 
the so called bio-based.

The universal right to “adequate, safe and 
appropriate  food“, calls for a constructive dialogue 
among the key-players of the global food system: 
governments, international organizations, food 
safety authorities, research and science community, 
businesses as well as local stakeholders and 
communities.

Hence, a strategic relationship must be established 
between Institutions, Research and Business to 
facilitate global cooperation in order to guarantee 
this Right.

To meet this need the World Food Research and 
Innovation Forum has launched a permanent 
platform to debate at worldwide level and a 
global forum to be held every two years.

The Forum intends to enhance the contribution 
provided by research against this framework, to 
decision-makers for the development and deployment 
of a model based on three pillars: security, safety 
and sustainability. The solutions to global challenges 

cannot be limited to technological innovation but 
must also take into account organizational innovation, 
to enhance worldwide models of excellence.

This open and innovative platform has been designed 
with the aim to strengthen a global governance for 
the development of balanced food policies - also in 
line with the Sustainable Developing Goals (SDGs).  
Adopted by the United Nations  the SDGs should 
foster new relationships between the industrialized 
and developing countries.
The World Food Research and Innovation 
Forum - WFR&IF - will contribute to the United 
Nat ions Sustainable Development Goals  
through it s  s trategic plat forms of global 
stakeholders on food research and innovation.  
Particularly,  the WFR&IF strategic platforms will 
contribute to the following Goals: 

                 No poverty
 
 
End poverty in all its forms everywhere

                 Zero hunger

 
End hunger, achieve food security and improved 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

                 Good health and weel-being
 
   
Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being  
for all at all ages

 Clean water and sanitation

Ensure availability and sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all
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 Industry, innovation and infrastructure

 
Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and  
sustainable industrialization and foster innovation

 Responsible consumption
 and production

Ensure sustainable consumption and production 
patterns

 Life on land
 
 
Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 
combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss

 Partnerships for the Goals

Strengthen the means of implementation and 
revitalize the global partnership for sustainable 
development

VISION

To drive the research and policy agendas on 
food issues trough a shared global strategy for 
feeding the planet in a safe and sustainable way.

MISSION

The World Food Research and Innovation 
Forum is a permanent platform that includes 
an international event organized every two 
year, available to national and international 
policy makers, the science, research, business 
and finance community to define a shared 
strategy and effective initiatives for the future 
challenges of the global food system.

GOAL

Making the Forum’s permanent platform and 
its international biennial the hosting place for 
developing the legacy of EXPO Milano 2015 on 
food safety and research.

METHODOLOGY

An international steering committee will govern 
the strategy and development of the Forum; 
it is made up of experts from the institutional, 
business, research and global networks. 

The Forum is an inclusive and shared platform 
based on common goals, open to all those public 
and private stakeholders working at different 
levels on the topics covered by the Forum. 

Scientific and economic resources and expertise 
will be made available to create added value and 
define shared roadmaps that will be submitted to 
the attention of policy-makers at different levels 
of government.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

• The second edition of the World Food Research 
 and Innovation Forum is held in Parma during 
 CIBUS, 18th International Food Exhibition.

Source: Preamble - Resolution adopted by the General Assembly 
on 25 September 2015 70/1. Transforming our world: the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development 
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• The biennial event is organized in cooperation  
 with and foresees the participation of 
 representative from national, European and 
 international institutions, European and  
 international enterprises and research 
 networks and the global agri-food system 
 stakeholders.

• The first edition of the World Food Research and  
 Innovation Forum, took place on 22-23  
 September 2015 at the Italian Pavilion of EXPO  
 Milano 2015. It was the culmination of a series of  
 preparatory events that were conducted during  
 2014 and 2015. These included five thematic  
 meetings during 2014 and 2015 in Emilia- 
 Romagna; a meeting in the European Parliament,  
 a dissemination meeting for the international  
 diplomatic community based in Brussels; and  
 a technical meeting composed of international  
 experts.

• A Position Paper including the contributions  
of those scientists and experts who have joined  
the 2014-2015 Forum’s roadmap was released  
as outcomes of the first Forum’s edition.  
The document has been developed through a 
global multi-stakeholder approach, with the 
involvement of representatives  of institutions, 
the science and business community and 
experts in food and nutrition related issues but 
also in collaboration with regulators, decision-
makers and key-players in the field, coming 
from different countries and international 
agencies. The Position Paper represents the 
basis for the debate promoted by the Forum 
and will be further updated/revised with 
contributions from the permanent platform 
and the biennial event.

• The Forum represent s  a  permanent  
 discussion and Exchange platform at a 
 global level, dedicated to the food industry  
 development strategies,  focused on  
 sustainability, food safety and security; a  
 reference point for all stakeholders involved in  
 research, industry, governments, supranational  
 and finance institutions, in order to reach a  

 shared definition of sustainable development and  
 research scenarios.

• Europe, Italy and Emilia-Romagna as places  
 for regular meetings conceived to develop a new  
 methodology of relations and co-operation  
 between governments, international institutions,  
 business and research, involving the most  
 important players on a global scale, in order to  
 contribute to the definition of intervention  
 strategies in the food sector.
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May 9 • Morning SeSSion

8.00 - 9.30 Registration 

10.00  Opening Ceremony

 Federico Pizzarotti, Mayor of Parma 

 Stefano Bonaccini, President of the Emilia-Romagna Region 

 Luigi Scordamaglia, President of Federalimentare 

 Paolo De Castro, Member of the European Parliament and Chairman of World Food 
 Research & Innovation Forum International Steering Committee

 Giovanni Luppi, Co-President Alliance of Italian Cooperatives

 Cristiano Musillo, Counselor of Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation

 Special Guests address
 Karen Ross, Secretary of the California Department of Food and Agriculture   
 (video message)

 Quôc Doanh Lê, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD), 
 Government of Vietnam 

 Maurizio Martina, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, Italian Government 

11.30  Keynote speeches 

 • Food Technology Transfer in UE and emerging Countries  
  Hugo de Vries, Director, UMR IATE-Unité Mixte de Recherches Ingénierie   
  des Agro-polymères et Technologies Émergentes, INRA & CIRAD

 • Global Food Security: Challenges and Possibilities 
  Sanjaya Rajaram, President Resource Seeds International 
  and 2014 World Food Prize Laureate

12.45  Conclusions

 Paolo De Castro, Member of the European Parliament and Chairman of World Food 
 Research & Innovation Forum International Steering Committee

13.00 - 14.30 Lunch

‘

Forum languages: English-Italian
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May 9 • Afternoon SeSSion - SALA iPogeA

14.30 - 16.00 Thematic Sessions

i. SeSSion: The strategic European Food Research Agenda:  
 Innovation, Agribusiness, Global Dimension

 Chair: Fabio Fava, Alma Mater Studiorum, University of Bologna and Italian  
 Representative for Bioeconomy in Horizon 2020 Committees, European Commission

• Iman Boot, Deputy Head of Unit in the DG Agriculture and Rural Development 
 European Commission

• Luca Montanarella, Senior Expert Land Resources Management Joint Research  
 Centre (JRC). European Commission

• Stefano Fontana, Head of Unit Partnerships Management, European Institute  
 of Innovation and Technology (EIT)

• Bernhard Url, Executive Director, European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

• Patrizio Bianchi, Minister European political development, school, university,  
 research and work, Emilia-Romagna Region

16.00 - 17.30

ii. SeSSion: Global Innovation
 Chair: Samuel Godefroy, Full professor, Food Risk Analysis and Regulatory Systems, 
 Department of Food Sciences, Institute of Nutrition and Functional Foods (INAF), 
 University Laval, Québec, QC, Canada & Global Institute for Food Security, 
 Queens University of Belfast, United Kingdom

• Palma Costi, Minister for Productive activities, energy plan, green economy,  
 Emilia-Romagna Region

• Filippo M. Bassi, Senior Durum Breeder - International Center for the Agriculture   
 Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) Consultative Group for International Agriculture  
 Research (CGIAR)

• Mei Xurong, Director General, Department of Research Management,  
 Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS)

• Riccardo Valentini, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)   
 and Barilla Center for Food and Nutrition Foundation (BCFN), Professor

• Rudolf Krska, Head, Center for Analytical Chemistry,  
 University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, BOKU

• Vittorio Zambrini, Quality Innovation Security and Environment Director,  
 Granarolo SpA  

• Michiel Bakker, Director, Global Food Services Google

17.30  Conclusions

 Fabio Fava, Member of International Steering Committee

 Samuel Godefroy, Member of International Steering Committee

Forum languages: English-Italian
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Forum languages: English-Italian
www.worldfoodforum.eu 
info@worldfoodforum.eu

May 10 • Morning SeSSion - SALA iPogeA

8.00 - 9.30 Registration 

9.30 - 11.00 Thematic Sessions

iii. SeSSion: Food Finance: Investing in Agribusiness and Food as Vector 
 for Human and Economic Development

 Chair: Simona Caselli, Minister of Agriculture of Emilia-Romagna Region

• Enrica Gentile, Ceo, Arete’ Research & Consulting in Economics 

• Hans-Harald Jahn, Head of Division Agribusiness and Rural Development  
 European Investment Bank (EIB)

• Roberto Ridolfi, Director for Sustainable Growth and Development,   
 DG DEVCO European Commission 

• Sergio Lugaresi, Head of Rome Office, World Bank Group 

• Adolfo Brizzi, Director, Policy & Technical Advisory Division Iternational  
 Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)

• Gerardo Patacconi, Acting Director, Agri-Business Development Branch (UNIDO)

• Mebrahtu Meles, State Minister, Ministry of Industry, Ethiopia 

11.00 - 12.45 Final Round Table 

 Global food system. The 2030 agenda for sustainable development, 
 Climate Change: a time for action. The multistakeholder engagement

 Chair: Christian Patermann, Former Director EU Commission and Advisor  
 German Government for Bioeconomy 

• Livia Pomodoro, President, Milan Center for Food Law and Policy

• Andrea Sonnino, Special Advisor AGDR - Food and Agriculture Organization  
 of the UN (FAO) 

• Donald A. Prater, Food and Drug Administration (FDA)  

• Stef Bronzwaer, Head of Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation Unit,
 European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

• Robert Jam Hamer, Vice-President R&D Discover Foods and Director Unilever 
 R&D Vlaardingen, President FoodNexus

• Victoria Spadaro Grant, Chief R&D and Quality Officer at Barilla Group 

• Massimo Ferro, Corporate Strategy Director, Nestlè Italia

12.45 - 13.00 Kick - Off Permanent Platform

 Fabio Fava, Member of International Steering Committee

 Samuel Godefroy, Member of International Steering Committee

13.00   Conclusion and future perspective

 Stefano Bonaccini, President of the Emilia-Romagna Region

13.00 - 14.30 Lunch
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CHAIRS AND  
SPEAKERS’ PROFILES 



MICHIEL BAKKER
Director, Global Food Services 
Google

As the Director of Global Food Services , based 
in Mountain View, CA, Michiel Bakker leads 
Google’s world-renowned Food program, 
supporting all food service related activities 
and initiatives for Google’s global community. 
Bakker’s focus areas include developing new 
insights and evidence in how food experiences 
can enable individuals and teams to be their best 
short and long term, and developing internal 
and external global partnerships to explore and 
tackle the challenges and opportunities in the 
broader food systems.

FILIPPO M. BASSI
S e n i o r  D u r u m  B r e e d e r  - 
International Center for the 
Agriculture Research in the Dry 
Areas (ICARDA) - Consultative 
Group for International Agriculture 
Research (CGIAR)

Since 2012 he is located in Rabat, Morocco where 
he leads the international breeding program of 
ICARDA for the improvement of durum wheat. 
This program aims at delivering to farmers in the 
developing World superior varieties that increase 
the productivity per unit of land in face of the 
climatic challenges. Since its inception in 1981, 
this breeding program has released more than 
92 varieties in over 20 countries. 
In his leading role he has conducted several 
missions in Ethiopia, India, Senegal, Mauritania, 
Lebanon, Algeria, Tunisia, and several other 
countries to investigate and improve the 
performances of local plant scientists and 
farmers. He is promoting the deployment of the 
most advanced biotechnology and statistical 
techniques in combination with the wide use 
of landraces and wild relatives to achieve the 
sustainable improvement of top yielding varieties.

He holds a PhD in Plant Breeding and Genetics 
from North Dakota State University and a Master 
in Plant Biotechnology from a joint program 
between the University of Reggio Emilia and the 
University of Adelaide. He was recognized with 
the prestigious Beachell-Borlaug Scholarship. He 
is currently advisor to 11 PhD students from India, 
Morocco, Algeria, Mauritania, Senegal, and Syria. 
He is part of the Scientific Steering Committee 
of the Expert Working Group in Durum Wheat 
of the Wheat Initiative. He is also an active 
communicator via social media to prevent the 
misinformation provided by non-experts. Finally, 
he supports the integration between public 
and private enterprises to deliver from poverty 
countries in Africa and the Middle East.

PATRIZIO BIANCHI
Minister  European pol it ica l 
development, school, university, 
research and work,  Emi l ia -
Romagna Region

Patrizio Bianchi is an Italian Economist, full 
professor of applied economics and politician.
Currently he is the Regional Minister for 
Coordination of the European Policies for Growth, 
Education, Vocational training, University, 
Research and Employment of the Emilia-Romagna 
Regional Government.
Prior he was the Rector of the University of 
Ferrara and Chair of the Foundation of the Italian 
Universities and formerly served as Dean of 
Faculty of Economics at the University of Ferrara.
In addition, he has been chair of the industrial 
policy think tank of Nomisma, member of the 
board of directors of IRI, the main Italian public 
holding company, president of the Italian agency 
Sviluppo Italia and member of the Commission 
for labour policies and manufacturing sectors 
at the National Council of Economy and Labour 
(CNEL).
Internationally, he has been an Economic Advisor 
to the Governor of Guangdong Province of China 
and member of several European and OECD 
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working groups, scientific and expert councils.
Patrizio Bianchi is the author or editor of more 
than 30 books and more than 200 scientific paper, 
many of them on industrial policies, European 
policies, international economics and economic 
development. He is honorary professor at the 
South China University of Technology (China) and 
he has been visiting professor at UCLA (USA) and 
at the University of Toulouse (France).
Patrizio Bianchi was awarded by the President of 
Italy the recognition of knighthood ”Commander 
of The Order of Merit of the Italian Republic” 
and  received the award of “Minister of Heritage 
and Culture and Tourism for the political and 
social sciences”from the distinguished Italian 
Accademia dei Lincei (Lincean Academy).
Patrizio Bianchi earned his degree, summa cum 
laude, in economics and political science from 
the University of Bologna, then he specialised, 
among others, at the London School of 
Economics.

STEFANO BONACCINI
President of the Emilia-Romagna 
Region

He was born in Modena, Italy in 1967. From 1999 
to 2006 he was Councilor for the City of Modena 
with responsibility for public works and cultural 
heritage.
Previously served as Councillor for youth, culture, 
sport and leisure in the City of Campogalliano. 
Councilor in Modena from 2009 to 2010, the year 
he was elected regional Councilor of the Emilia-
Romagna Region.
Elected President of the Emilia-Romagna Region 
on 23 November 2014.

IMAN BOOT
Deputy Head of Unit in the DG 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
- European Commission

Iman Boot has been working for the European 
Commission for more than 15 years (Enlargement, 
the 2003 Cap Reform, Audit,  Rural Development). 
He is Senior Expert Research and Innovation 
working on the agricultural EU research policy 
(Societal Challenge 2 under Horizon 2020) and on 
the agricultural European Innovation Partnership 
(EIP). By training Iman Boot is an anthropologist 
having done fieldwork in Bhutan (on irrigation). 
Before joining the Commission he worked in 
various jobs in market research and data mining.

ADOLFO BRIZZI
Director Policy & Technical Advisory 
Division International Fund for 
Agricultural Developmnet, IFAD

Adolfo Brizzi is currently the Director of the 
Policy and Technical Advisory Division (PTA) 
in IFAD. In that capacity he provides oversight 
of the technical support to country programs, 
country policy dialogue and the pursuit of 
strategic and global partnership initiatives. 
Before joining IFAD in early 2012 he worked for 
22 years in the World Bank in various Managerial 
and technical positions in the Agriculture and 
Rural Development sector. 
The last position he held was Country Manager 
for Madagascar and before that he was the 
Sector Manager for agriculture and rural 
development for the South Asia Region. He 
has been involved in a range of advisory and 
investment-related activities covering agriculture, 
natural resources management, rural livelihoods, 
community driven development, irrigation, rural 
finance and agribusiness. His experience spans 
over Africa, Latin America and Asia. Before the 
Bank he worked 8 years with FAO, mostly in 
Africa. 
He holds a master degree in Agricultural 
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Economics from the University of Gembloux, 
Belgium, and a master degree on Environmental 
Sciences from the Fondation Universitaire 
Luxembourgeoise of Arlon, Belgium.
 

SIMONA CASELLI
Minister for Agriculture, Hunting 
and Fishing, Emilia-Romagna 
Region

Simona Casel l i  i s  Regional  Minis ter for 
Agriculture, Hunting and Fishing of Emilia- 
Romagna Region in Italy since December 29, 
2014.
Formerly she was Direc tor of  F inancia l 
Services and Development at CCFS Consorzio 
Cooperativo Finanziario per lo Sviluppo soc. 
coop., National Financial Consortium for the 
promotion and development of the cooperative 
movement, based in Reggio Emilia in Northern 
Italy. CCFS associates more than 1150 co-ops all 
over Italy and provides them financial services 
and loans for approximately 850 million euros.
She was also President of Legacoop Emilia Ovest, 
which associates, in the provinces of Reggio 
Emilia Parma and Piacenza, 389 co-ops, with 
745.000 members, developing activities for 7,8 
billion euros and with 57.000 employees.
She held several positions in Legacoop national 
and regional bodies and she has also been board 
member or auditor in some Italian co-operative 
companies.
Simona was also member of the Board of 
Directors of Parma University from January 2013 
until her appointment to Regional Minister.
She graduated cum laude in Economics and 
Commerce at Parma University.

PALMA COSTI
Minister for Productive activities, 
energy plan, green economy, 
Emilia-Romagna Region

With a degree in Contemporary History at the 
University of Bologna Palma Costi has always 
interchanged period of time studying and being 
a local administrator, in town councils, provinces 
and regional government.
Her experience as a regional councilor started 
in 2010 being part of the Economic, Health 
and welfare and Equal opportunities regional 
Commissions. In January 2013 she was elected 
as a Chairperson of the Emilia-Romagna Regional 
Legislative Assembly.
Since May 2012 she devoted a lot of time and 
energies to the territories damaged by the 
earthquake, the flooding and air spout: a very 
distressful experience that thought her  that  
“together we can” endure adversities and start 
all over again.
Since January 2015 she is the Emilia-Romagna 
regional Minister for productive assets, energetic 
plan, green economy and after earthquake 
reconstruction.

PAOLO DE CASTRO
M e m b e r  o f  t h e  Eu ro p e a n 
Parliament and Chairman of World 
Food Research & Innovation 
Forum International Steering 
Committee

Paolo De Castro was Chairperson of the 
C o m mi t te e  o n  Ag r i c u l t u re  a n d  Ru r a l 
Development of the European Parliament from 
July 2009 to July 2014, following his election 
to the European Parliament for the Democratic 
Party from Italy’s South constituency.
In May 2014 he ran again for the EP and was 
elected in the North East constituency. He 
is currently the co-ordinator of the Socialists 
and Democrats Group in the Committee on 
Agriculture and Rural Development. From 1996 
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to 1998 he was economic advisor to Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi and economic advisor to 
the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Michele 
Pinto. From 21 October 1998 to 25 April 2000 he 
was Minister of Agriculture and Forestry during 
the two D’Alema Governments.
On 9 April 2006 he was elected to the Chamber 
of Deputies from the Olive Tree list in the Apulia 
constituency. On 17 May 2006 he became 
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry in the Prodi 
Government. On 22 April 2008 he was elected 
to the Senate (16th Parliament) in the Apulia 
constituency from the Democratic Party lists; 
Vice Chairperson of the Standing Committee on 
Agriculture and Agrifood Production. Scientific 
co-ordinator of Paris Centre International des 
Hautes Etudes Agronomiques Mediterranéens 
(C.I .H.E.A.M);  member of the European 
Agricultural Economics Association (EAEA) and 
the Società Italiana di Economia Agraria (SIDEA). 
Professor at Bologna National Agricultural 
Academy, Florence Georgofili Academy, Pesaro 
Agronomy Academy and Treja National Academy.
Paolo De Castro is among the main experts 
of national and European policies on agrifood 
systems and rural areas. He is considered one 
of Italy’s main contributors to Agenda 2000, 
the comprehensive agricultural policy reform 
promoting EU measures on rural development. 
Author of over 100 scientific publications, many 
of which focus on European policy prospects. 
Paolo De Castro graduated in Agricultural 
Science from Bologna University. He is currently 
Professor of Economics and Agricultural Policy 
at the Veterinary Medicine Faculty of Bologna 
University.

HUGO DE VRIES
Director, UMR IATE-Unité Mixte 
de Recherches Ingénierie des 
Agro-polymères et Technologies 
Émergentes, INRA & CIRAD

Dr. Hugo de Vries is director of the Joint 
Research Centre IATE of INRA, CIRAD, SupAgro 
and University of Montpellier focusing on 
transformation of renewable resources into food, 
bio-energy, biomaterials and bio-molecules. He 
is research director at INRA, Board member of 
the European Federation of Food Science and 
Technology, of the UNESCO CHAIR ‘World 
Food Systems’, of the INRA-CIRAD Global Food 
Security meta-programme and the Hohenheim 
Research Centre for Bio-economy. He has been 
the Head of the Food Technology Research 
Centre of Wageningen UR and the Division 
Director Strategy and Commercial Affairs of 
ATO-DLO, part of Wageningen UR. He has 
been coordinator of the European Integrated 
Project NovelQ and initiator of the Network of 
Excellence HighTech Europe. He has a PhD in 
physics and has held several positions around 
the globe.

FABIO FAVA
A l m a  M a t e r  S t u d i o r u m , 
University of Bologna and Italian 
Representative for Bioeconomy 
in Horizon 2020 committees, 
European Commission - World 
Food Forum R&I Forum Member 
of Steering Committee

Fabio Fava (1963), with a Laurea degree in 
“Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technologies” 
(University of Bologna, Italy) and a Ph.D. in 
“Applied Microbiology” (ICT, University of 
Prague, Czech Republic), is a Full Professor of 
“Industrial & Environmental Biotechnology” at 
the School of Engineering of the University of 
Bologna (Italy) since 2005.
He has about 130 papers on medium/high IF 
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peer-reviewed international journals of industrial 
and environmental biotechnology, the fields in 
which he worked in the frame of the FP7 projects 
NAMASTE and BIOCLEAN (as coordinator), 
ECOBIOCAP, BIOCHEM, MINOTAURUS, ULIXES, 
ROUTES, WATER4CROPS, KILL SPILL and 
BIORICE (as partner).
He is the Deputy Chair of the “Environmental 
Biotechnology” section of EFB and member 
of the “Task Force on Working Par ty on 
Biotechnology, Nanotechnology and Converging 
Technologies” at OECD.
Furthermore, he is joining the “High Level Group 
on Key Enabling Technologies” and the “Expert 
Group on biobased products” of the DG-GROW 
(European Commission). Finally, he is the Italian 
Representative in the Horizon2020 Programming 
Committee “European Bioeconomy Challenges: 
Food Security, Sustainable Agriculture and 
Forestry, Marine, Maritime and inland water 
research” (SC2) at the European Commission 
and in the States Representatives Group of the 
“Public Private Partnership BioBased Industry” 
(BBI JU). 

MASSIMO FERRO
Corporate Strategy Director 
Nestlé Italy 

Massimo Ferro is Corporate Strategy Director 
for Nestlé in Italy. As leader of this function, 
Massimo plays the important role of leading 
the Group over its long-term development in 
Italy, managing strategic planning and ensuring 
that the entire organization maintains a solid 
competitive edge. 
Massimo is a member of the Italian Board of 
Directors and a Nestlé Executive with solid 
international experience. He has held positions 
of increasing responsibility within the Group, 
particularly in finance, distinguishing himself 
for his vision and ability to manage complex 
situations while guiding the company through 
phases of innovation and organizational change. 

Prior to this appointment, he had been CFO of 
Nestlé Group in Italy since 2010, after managing 
Nestlé Business Services in Italy (2006-2009). 
Previously he was CFO of Purina Petfood 
Southern Europe (1999-2005). 
He joined Nestlé in 1998 after signif icant 
national and international experience in different 
companies.

STEFANO FONTANA
Head of  Un i t  Pa r tnersh ips 
Management European Institute 
of Innovation and Technology 
(EIT)

Stefano Fontana has been Head of Unit 
Partnerships Management at the European 
Institute of Innovation and Technology since 1 
August 2015. Prior to joining the EIT he held a 
variety of positions at the European Commission 
and its Agencies, the latest being Head of 
Sector implementing the Marie Sklodowska-
Curie actions at the Research Executive Agency. 
Previous experience include working as project 
manager in various fields of the economic/public 
sector in Italy, Japan and the United Kingdom. 

ENRICA GENTILE 
C EO,  AR ETE’  R e s e a rc h  & 
Consulting in Economics

Enrica Gentile, Master Degree in Agricultural 
Economics, Ph.D. in Agrofood Policy and 
Economics. Entrepreneur since the age of 25, 
co-founder and CEO of Areté (2002), consulting 
company specialized on the issues of policy 
evaluation, market intelligence, strategic 
consulting and innovation applied to the 
agrofood sector, and co-founder and CEO of 
Alimenta (2003), consulting company on food 
safety and sustainability issues applied to the 
agrofood sector. 
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Expert in the fields of agricultural and food policy, 
agrofood economics and markets, agricultural 
and food innovation, since 2002 she has been 
consultant for the European Commission (DG 
Agri, DG Sante, DG Enter, DG Growth, JRC, 
EFSA), the European Parliament and other 
major Institutions throughout Europe, as well as 
major agrofood companies and organizations 
in Italy and abroad. President of the Young 
Entrepreneurs Group within the Industrial 
Association in Bologna since May 2015.

SAMUEL GODEFROY
Full professor, Food Risk Analysis 
a n d  R e g u l a t o r y  S y s t e m s , 
Department of Food Sciences, 
I n s t i tu te  o f  Nut r i t ion  a nd 
Functional Foods (INAF), University 
Laval, Québec, QC, Canada & 
Global Institute for Food Security, 
Queens University of Belfast, 
United Kingdom

Samuel Godefroy is a Full Professor of Food 
Risk Analysis and Regulatory Systems at the 
Depar tment of Food Science, Faculty of 
Agriculture and Food Sciences, University Laval, 
Québec, Canada. He is also a professor at the 
Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS) at 
Queens University of Belfast, in the UK.
Samuel is currently leading the development 
of the Platform for Food Regulatory Excellence 
hosted by the Institute of Nutrit ion and 
Functional Foods (INAF) of Université Laval.
Before Joining «Université Laval» in the fall of 
2015, Dr. Godefroy completed a secondment with 
the World Bank’s Global Food Safety Partnership 
where he led the Strategic Development of this 
initiative.  Under his leadership, this public-
private partnership developed and adopted 
its 2015-2020 strategic framework, to guide its 
actions in food safety capacity building globally.
Dr. Godefroy assumed senior food regulatory 
positions at the executive level with Health 
Canada for over 10 years, including the position 

of Director General of Health Canada’s Food 
Directorate, the Federal food standard setting 
organization in Canada from 2009 to 2015.
Samuel served as Vice Chair of the FAO/WHO 
Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC), the 
international food standard setting body from 
2011 to 2014. During his tenure, Samuel led the 
development and facilitated the adoption by 
consensus of the organization’s strategic plan 
for 2014-19.
Dr. Godefroy currently serves as a senior food 
science and regulatory expert on a number of 
advisory bodies and committees domestically 
and internationally, including expert advice to 
food safety projects led by the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
and serving on the International Advisory 
Committee of the China Centre for Food Safety 
Risk Assessment (CFSA).
Samuel authored over 65 scientific publications 
and book chapters and serves on a number of 
international editorial boards of scientific journals 
related to food safety and nutrition.
Dr. Godefroy received his Ph.D. in Analytical 
Chemistry from the University of Pierre et Marie 
Curie (Paris VI). He holds degrees in Chemistry, 
Biochemistry and Chemical Engineering from the 
same University and from the École Nationale 
Supérieure de Chimie de Paris, France.

ROBERT JAN HAMER  
Vice-President R&D Discover 
Foods and Director Unilever 
R&D Vlaardingen, President 
FoodNexus  

Rob Hamer graduated in (bio-) chemistry from 
the State University of Utrecht in 1981, and 
obtained a PhD degree in medicine (1986) from 
the same university. He started his career as a 
food chemist at the TNO Cereals, Flour and Bread 
Institute. In 1997 he was appointed as Director 
Top Institute Food & Nutrition. In addition, 
Rob was appointed in 1999 part-time Professor 
at the Food Chemistry group of Wageningen 
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University. Rob has published over 160 articles 
(H-index 33) and received various prizes for his 
achievements in cereal science. As of December 
2009, Rob joined Unilever R&D, where he now 
serves as head of laboratory and Vice President 
Discover R&D Foods. Rob serves on the board 
of many (inter)national organizations. As of June 
2015 he is president of Food Nexus.

HANS-HARALD JAHN 
Head of Division, Agribusiness & 
Rural Development EIB European 
Investment Bank

PhD in Economics, l icensed engineer in 
agriculture (Dipl.-Ing. agr.). More than thirty 
years of experience in research, sector policy, 
public and private project work in industries, 
services and tourism; in both industrialised and 
developing countries. In 1989, Dr Jahn joined 
the EIB.He has been responsible for projects 
in the agri-forest and tourism sector, SMEs 
and services (including intermediated lending) 
the Bank is supporting. Before joining the 
EIB’s Sector Expert Group more than 25 years 
ago, Dr Jahn worked for other international 
(World Bank) and national finance institutions. 
After heading the EIB’s division for economic/
market questions, then the manufacturing and 
commercial services (including tourism) division, 
the Natural Resources & Agro-Industry (NARA) 
Division, Dr Jahn now leads the Agribusiness 
and Rural Development Division, which has the 
responsibility for agro-food-forestry, biomass-
based industries - comprising green renewable 
energy - and rural development. 

RUDOLF KRSKA
Head, Center for Analytical 
Chemistry, University of Natural 
Resources and Life Sciences, 
BOKU

Rudolf Krska is full professor for (Bio-)Analytics 
and Organic Trace Analysis at the University of 
Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna. He 
is head of the Center for Analytical Chemistry at 
the Department of Agrobiotechnology (IFA-Tulln) 
at BOKU with more some 50 staff. From 2010-
2015 he also served as head of the department. 
As member of JECFA (Joint Expert Committee 
for Food Additives) of the FAO/WHO he has 
evaluated the impact of trichothecene mycotoxins 
on humans. Rudolf Krska was also member of 
the Working Group Fusarium of the European 
Food Safety Authority. 2009/2010 he worked for 
one year as A/Chief of Health Canada´s Food 
Research Division. He has received 10 scientific 
awards and is (co )author of more than 280 SCI 
publications (h-index: 44). Currently, Prof. Krska 
is coordinator of the European Commission 
funded project MyToolBox (Safe Food and Feed 
through an Integrated ToolBox for Mycotoxin 
Management) with 23 partners and a funding 
volume of more than 5 Mio Euro.

QUOC DOANH LÊ 
V i c e  M i n i s t e r ,  M i n i s t r y 
o f  A g r i c u l t u re  a n d  R u r a l 
Development, Vietnam

From 11/1984 to 11/1994: Scientific Research, 
Institute of Agricultural Science and Technology 
of Vietnam.
From 11/1994 to 6/2000: Head of Science and 
International Cooperation, Institute of Agricultural 
Science and Technology of Vietnam.
From 7/2000 to 11/2005: Deputy Director, Institute 
of Agricultural Science and Technology of Vietnam.
From 12/2005 to 8/2011: Director, Northern 
mountainous Agriculture and Forestry Science 
Institute.
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From 9/2011 to 8/2012: Deputy Director, Vietnam 
Academy of Agriculture Sciences.
From 9/2012 to 6/2014: Director General of VAAS 
and Director General of Crop Production.
From 7/2013 until now: Vice-Minister, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development.

Study process:
From 1979 to 1984: Student of Soils and Fertilizers 
Department, Hanoi University of Agriculture.
From 1990 to 1992: Masters Student of 
Agricultural System, the Asian Institute of 
Technology, Thailand.
From 1/1992 to 7/1992: Study Agricultural System 
at ICRA, Netherlands.
From 1996 to 2001: PhD Student of Horticulture, 
Institute of Agricultural Science and Technology 
Vietnam.

SERGIO LUGARESI
Head of Rome Office, World Bank 
Group

Excellent knowledge of international financial 
regulation and supervisory practices, and a deep 
inside knowledge of the financial sector. For 
more than one year, I have followed directly the 
setup of the Single Supervisory Mechanism at 
the European Central Bank (ECB) in Frankfurt and 
the Balance Sheet Comprehensive Assessment, 
participating in informal and formal meetings 
with the ECB staff, liaising with European banks, 
discussing common issues and concerns. 
For almost fifteen years, I have worked in the 
banking sector, being engaged in the restructuring 
following several mergers and acquisitions. 
I have been member of the working group on the 
Recovery Plan of a major European Bank. I have 
advanced analytical skills, accumulated both in 
the private and in the public sectors, in evaluating 
risks, policies and regulations. I have a excellent 
and proven background in economic and financial 
analysis. I also have excellent communication skills.
I have worked for almost three years as an 

economist at the International Monetary Fund in 
Washington DC and been the Head of the World 
Bank Office in Rome.
Having had a managerial position for five years in 
a global multinational bank, I have a consolidated 
experience in managing dif ferent national 
perspectives, in dealing with a wide range of 
authorities and business points of view, and in 
proposing relevant solutions and mediations. 
I have been several times involved in planning 
strategic work streams, in starting new projects 
and building new units. 
I have a mature experience in managing, 
coordinating, and motivating teams. 
I have negotiating skills and proven flexibility 
to take over different tasks. I have a sound 
background in political economy and policy.

GIOVANNI LUPPI 
Co-President Alliance of Italian 
Cooperatives

Since November 2009 Giovanni Luppi is VP 
for Grandi Salumifici Italiani and IS Holding 
President. He has 40 years of engagement in 
the cooperative movement: from 1975 to 1982 
he has been Cooperative Sales Manager and 
then Manager in Modena Alliance Cooperatives, 
later assuming the responsibility of the provincial 
agrifood sector.
Since November 2006 is the President of the 
Emilia Romagna Agrifood Alliance Cooperatives, 
and on October 2009 he has been elected 
President of Legacoop Agroalimentare, the 
alliance of italian cooperatives at national level, 
his present role.
Together with his roles in the cooperatives, he 
has always supported roles of responsibility in 
companies: for 16 years (from 1991 to 2007) 
he has been President of Cetac, a service 
cooperative, and from 2005 to 2009 he has been 
VP in Italcarni  the national consolidated leader 
in butchering, processing and sale of pork meats. 
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MAURIZIO MARTINA
Minister of Agriculture, Food and 
Forestry, Italian Government

After graduating at the Agricultural Technical 
Institute of Bergamo, he obtained a degree in 
Political Science. In 1999 he was elected city 
councilor, a position he held until 2004. In 2004 
he was elected Secretary of the Province of 
Bergamo. In 2006 he was appointed Regional 
Secretary of the Left Democrats in Lombardy. 
In 2007 he was among the founders of the 
Democratic Party. In the same year, as a result 
of the primaries, he was elected first secretary 
of the Democratic Party in Lombardy. In 2009, 
again through the primaries elections, he was 
re-elected at the leadership of the Lombardy 
Democratic Party. In 2010 he was elected as 
councilor of the Lombardy Region, a position 
confirmed in the popular consultations in 
February 2013. He was also a member of 
the Institutional Affairs Committee and the 
Productive Activities Commission. In 2013 served 
as Secretary of State of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry of the Italian Government During 
the same year 2013 he resigned as a councillor 
of the Lombardy Region. On 24 May 2013, he 
received the mandate to chair the Coordination 
Commission for the activities related to EXPO 
‘Milano 2015. In February 22, 2014 he was named 
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry in the actual 
Government.

MEBRAHTU MELES
State Minister of Industry, Ethiopia

Dr. Mebrahtu Meles has more than 15 years of 
management experience, at both the senior and 
executive levels. He has extensive experience in 
managing and organizing various regional and 
federal private-sector supporting institutions, 
and other private-sector programmes and 
projects. He earned a Ph.D. in Research Private 
Sector Development and a Master of Science 
degree in Economics and Management in the 
Agro-Industrial Complex.

LUCA MONTANARELLA
Senior Expert Land Resources 
Management Joint Research 
C e n t r e  ( J R C ) ,  E u r o p e a n 
Commission

Senior Expert and project manager at the 
European Commission. Leading the Soil Data 
and Information Systems activities of the Joint 
Research Centre in support to the EU Thematic 
Strategy for Soil Protection and numerous 
other soil related policies, like the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP), the UNCCD, UNFCCC, 
CBD, etc. Responsible of the European Soil 
Data Centre (ESDAC), the European Soil 
Information System (EUSIS) and the European 
Soil Bureau Network (ESBN).Recently in charge 
of supporting the establishment of the Global 
Soil Partnership (GSP) at FAO. Currently chairing 
the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils 
(ITPS) and the IPBES thematic assessment on 
land degradation and restoration (LDR) as EC 
Senior Expert in Land Resource Management. 
More than 300 publications, books and reports. 
Numerous awards and memberships. More 
details athttp://esdac.jrc.ec.europa.eu/user/11. 

18



GERARDO PATACCONI
Director, Agri-Business 
Developmnet Branch, UNIDO

Economist-statistician and private sector 
development expert, worked in manufacturing 
and banking in Italy and joined the United 
Nations (UNIDO) in 1987 as junior expert in Papua 
New Guinea. Currently is the Acting Director of 
UNIDO Agri-Business Development Department. 
In 2013 as EU candidate was shortlisted to the 
post of Executive Director of the International 
Sugar Organization (ISO). He has worked and 
supervised operations in over 60 countries 
covering agribusiness and commodity-based 
industry and supply chains in both food and non-
food sectors. He has developed Public-Private 
Partnership and buyers-suppliers sustainability 
projects with retailers (METRO, AEON) and 
manufacturers (Illycoffe, Agrana, Heineken, 
Danon and others). An excellent communicator, 
he is of ten invited as public speaker and 
moderator in ministerial meetings, international 
conferences and events and has also published 
extensively on economic development, agri-
business supplier development and sustainability.

CHRISTIAN PATERMANN
Former Director EU Commission 
and Advisor German Government 
for Bioeconomy

Former Director European Commission. “Father” 
of the European Bioeconomy, now retired and 
advising many countries and companies on the 
bio-based economy. From 1971-1995/96 official 
in the German government, Foreign Ministry, 
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Science and 
Technology , and also Director of cabinet of a 
German Research Minister, Dr. Riesenhuber, from 
1988-1993. Member of the Georgofilii Academy 
in Florence, the oldest Agricultural Akademy in 
the world.

FEDERICO PIZZAROTTI
Mayor of Parma
 

Born in 1973, Federico Pizzarotti graduated 
at “Primo Levi”, the Professional Institute for 
Industry and Crafts, in Parma. Before becoming 
Mayor of Parma, he had worked for many years as 
a consultant for banks and financial institutions. 
He became interested in politics in 2009 and was 
elected Mayor of Parma in 2012. 

LIVIA POMODORO
President, Milan Center for Food 
Law and Policy

Livia Pomodoro was born in Molfetta, Bari. She 
obtained a first-class honours degree in Law 
and received a special mention from her degree 
board. She entered in judiciary in 1965. During 
her professional career, she has had a wide range 
of judiciary and management roles:
• Judge and Deputy Attorney General at Milan  
 Court of Appeal;
• Attorney of the Republic at Milan Youth Court;
• President of Ministerial Commission in  
 charge of drafting a new code of youth  
 criminal procedure;
• Deputy Head of Cabinet of the Ministry of  
 Justice;
• Head of Cabinet of the Ministry of Justice;
• President of the Milan Youth Court;
• President of the Milan Court.
She was a member of the Equal Opportunities 
Commission at the Presidency of Council and of 
the Ministerial Commission on the prevention of 
anti-social behaviour. She was a member of the 
Study Commission on stem cells set up by former 
minister Umberto Veronesi and of the National 
Bioethics Committee for ten years. She was 
Deputy President of the Milan Provincial Tributary 
Commission. She was a member of the UNESCO 
national commission for Italy. On 18 April 2013, 
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she was awarded the Italian Order of Merit for 
Education, Culture and Art by Presidential Decree. 
On 13 June 2013, she was awarded the Legion of 
Honour by the President of the French Republic. 
On 17 February 2014, She was appointed as 
President of the Milan Center for Food Law and 
Policy, following the General Agreement signed 
by Comune di Milano, Regione Lombardia, 
Camera di Commercio di Milano and Società 
Expo 2015 S.p.A. On 10 September 2014, she 
was appointed member of Consiglio dell’Ordine 
“Al merito della Repubblica italiana”, on the 
proposal of the Prime Minister Matteo Renzi. 
On 5 october 2015 she has been appointed Vice 
President of Banca Prossima Internationalisation 
Advisory Board On 11 December 2015 she has 
been appointed as the external component in the 
Board of Directors of Bicocca University. On 18 
December 2015 she has been named President of 
Rev Gestione Crediti Spa by the Bank of Italy. She 
is a member of the Scientific Committee of the 
Centre for Research into Intercultural Relations 
at the Cattolica University of Milan. She is 
member of the steering committee of the Italian 
chapter of Women Corporate Directors (WCD) 
and Ambassador of WE-Women for Expo. She 
chairs the National Centre for Social Prevention 
and Defence Foundation and the ISPAC nonprofit 
organization and sits on the UN Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC). She has held various 
lecturing posts across different Milan universities. 
She has also written numerous publications, in 
particular several texts and introductions to 
books on family and social issues. In 1988 she 
approved the draft for the new code of youth 
criminal procedure. Actually She is involved in a 
very special activity relating to the direction of 
the Spazio Teatro No’hma Teresa Pomodoro, in 
which she has continued as president after the 
death of her sister Teresa, actress and playwright. 
She is President of the Jury of the International 
Prize “Il Teatro Nudo di Teresa Pomodoro”, a 
prize which has the patronage of the Presidente 
della Repubblica and the approval of the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs.

SANJAYA RAJARAM
Pre s id ent  Re sou rce  Se ed s 
International and 2014 World 
Food Prize Laureate

Sanjaya Rajaram has significantly advanced his 
mentor’s work in improving wheat varieties during 
a period that has been described as the “golden 
years” of wheat breeding and production. After 
a distinguished career at CIMMYT, Dr. Rajaram 
joined the International Center for Agricultural 
Research in the Dry Areas, and later developed his 
own seed company, Resource Seeds International. 
Dr. Sanjaya Rajaram, was honored as the 2014 
World Food Prize Laureate for his scientific 
research that led to a prodigious increase in 
world wheat production – by more than 200 
million tons – building upon the successes of 
the Green Revolution. Dr. Rajaram succeeded 
Dr. Norman Borlaug in leading CIMMYT’s wheat 
breeding program, and developed an astounding 
480 wheat varieties that have been released in 51 
countries on six continents and have been widely 
adopted by small- and large-scale farmers alike.

ROBERTO RIDOLFI 
Director for Sustainable Growth 
and Development, DG DEVCO, 
European Commission

Dr Roberto Ridolfi is Director of the European 
Commission for Sustainable Growth and 
Development at DG for International Cooperation 
and Development. Twice Ambassador/ Head of 
delegation to the European Union, Mr Ridolfi 
was first in Suva where he served from 2005 to 
2007. In 2010 he was appointed in Uganda by 
the High Representative for Foreign Policy of 
the EU where he served till September 2013. 
In between, during his duty as head of unit of 
Europe Aid, he managed programmes dealing 
with Environment and Climate Change, Food 
security, Human development, migration and 
asylum as well as the One-Billion-Euro Food 
Facility in 50 countries. Director R. Ridolfi joined 
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the European Commission in 1994 and worked in 
several delegations of the UNION. Throughout 
Accession negotiations (2001-2004), he was the 
principal coordinator dealing with Environment 
and Transport in Public-Private-Partnerships 
(PPP). Dr Ridolfi holds a MSc in Engineering, an 
MBA and a PhD in A. Technology.

LUIGI SCORDAMAGLIA
President of Federalimentare

Luigi Scordamaglia is CEO of INALCA S.p.A. 
(Cremoni Group). He graduated in Veterinary 
Science at the University of Perugia (mark: 
110/110 cum Laude), and in 1993 completed his 
Ph.D.  From 2009 to 2010: post-graduate course 
in Corporate Finance and Management Control at 
the Faculty of Economy – University of Modena. 
He’s also: President of Federalimentare, the 
Federation representing, through its 15 branch 
associations, every sector of the Italian Food and 
Drink Industry. Member of the Board of Directors 
of the ITALIAN TRADE PROMOTION AGENCY 
(ITA). Executive Vice President of ASSOCARNI 
(Italian Meat Industry Association). Vice President 
of IMS (International Meat Secretariat). Member 
of the Technical Board for Internationalization in 
Confindustria. 

ANDREA SONNINO
Special Advisor AGDR – Food and 
Agricukture Organization of the 
UN, FAO

Mr. Sonnino graduated in Agricultural Sciences at 
Bologna University. He works at FAO as Special 
Advisor/Consultant and at ENEA, the Italian 
National Agency for New Technologies, Energy 
and Sustainable Economic Development, as 
senior scientist. From 2001 to 2014 he worked 
at FAO as Chief of the Research and Extension 
Unit, where co-founded the G20 initiative 
Tropical Agricultural Platform, coordinated 
the preparation of the flagship publication 
Innovation in Family Farming, and organized the 
FAO Conference on Agricultural Biotechnologies 
in Developing Countries. From 1981 to 2000, 
he worked at ENEA as plant breeder and 
biotechnologist. In 1984 he worked as visiting 
scientists at the International Potato Center in 
Peru. He published over 100 scientific papers, 
co-authored or edited 12 books, authored 
3 varieties and one biotechnology patent. 
Mr. Sonnino is Vice President of the Italian 
Association of Graduates in Agriculture (FIDAF) 
and correspondent member of Accademia dei 
Georgofili.

VICTORIA SPADARO GRANT
Chief R&D and Quality Officer at 
Barilla Group

Victoria is a C-level R&D executive with a track 
record of delivering successful innovation and 
business growth to Fortune 50 food and beverage 
companies (Mars, Coca Cola). Vision, strategy and 
passion about innovation are Victoria’s hallmarks 
that she brings to bear in all the organizations 
she is involved with. Victoria has been recognized 
with numerous Global awards for innovation and 
creativity from PepsiCo, Kraft and SIAL, as well 
as international academia. Throughout her career 
she has brought to the market well over $5 billion 

21



in product innovation and $3 billion in business 
transformations. Victoria’s passion for innovation 
is guiding the next phase of her career. Victoria 
is fluent in 3 languages and over her +20 year 
career she has lived in more than 10 cities around 
the world, making her a globally minded leader.

BERNARD URL
E x e c u t i v e  D i re c to r  E FSA , 
European Food Safety Authority

Dr. Bernhard Url was appointed Executive 
Director of EFSA in June 2014, having served 
as Acting Executive Director for seven months. 
Dr. Url joined EFSA in June 2012 as Head of 
the Risk Assessment and Scientific Assistance 
Department. A qualified veterinarian by training, 
he brings high-level management experience 
from food-safety organisations to his role at 
EFSA. Prior to joining the Authority, Dr. Url was 
Managing Director of the Austrian Agency for 
Health and Food Safety (AGES), which represents 
Austria on EFSA’s Advisory Forum. From 2008 
to March 2012, he also served as a member of 
EFSA’s Management Board.
During his 10 years at AGES, he was in charge of 
technical and scientific affairs with a remit that 
included the timely delivery of risk assessment 
and risk management services across a wide 
range of areas. This included ensuring effective 
risk communications during urgent food safety-
related events.
Prior to AGES Dr. Url spent five years as an 
Assistant Professor at the Institute of Milk 
Hygiene and Milk Technology at the University 
of Veterinary Medicine in Vienna before running 
a food quality control laboratory from 1993 to 
2002.
Dr. Url graduated from the University of 
Veterinary Medicine in Vienna in 1987 and 
became a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine in 
1990. He has published in the field of veterinary 
medicine with a particular focus on listeria and 
milk hygiene.

RICCARDO VALENTINI
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC)  and Barilla 
Center for Food and Nutrition 
Foundation (BCFN), Professor 

Degree in Physics with score of 110/110 points 
at the University of Rome “La Sapienza” in 1985. 
In 1987 he became researcher at the University 
of Tuscia, Faculty of Agriculture. He spent 
one year in Stanford at Carnegie Institution of 
Washington. He was involved in negotiations 
for the Kyoto Protocol and the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). Professor at Tymiriazev Academy, 
Moscow State Agricolture University Russia. He 
obtained an ERC (European Research Council) 
Senior Advanced Grant concerning the role of 
African tropical forests in the global greenhouse 
gas balance. He coordinated the IPCC. He is also 
appointed as coordinator of the Megagrant n.221 
of the Russian Ministry of Science and Technology 
leading a group of about 40 scientists at the 
Russian State Agriculture University in Moscow. 
Currently is also strategic Director of the CMCC, 
and he is Councilor in “Partito Democratico” 
group at the Regional Council of Lazio. 
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MEI XURONG
Director General, Department 
of Research Management, CAAS 
-Chinese Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences

Prof. Mei Xurong is the Director General of 
Department Research Management, the Chinese 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS). 
He is the Principal Scientist in dryland agriculture 
and agro-ecosystem, and served as chief 
scientist and team leader for numbers of national 
research programs on dryland agriculture, water 
and food production, water pollution control, 
etc. He has been appointed as directors in 
the Expert Committee on Disaster Prevention 
and Mitigation, Expert Committee on Dryland 
Agriculture, and the expert panel of National 
Mega Program for Water Pollution Control. 
He has published more than 150 academic 
papers and more than 10 books. The studies he 
led on dryland agriculture were awarded 3 Prizes 
of National Science and Technology Progress. 
He was granted the government allowance, the 
nominee of BAI-Qian-Wan talent program, and 
National Outstanding Scientist. 

ANGELO VITTORIO ZAMBRINI
Quality, Innovation, Security and 
Environment Director - Granarolo 
SpA

Prior to joining Granarolo Mr. Zambrini was VP 
Quality Environment and than Corporate Quality 
Projects Director for Danone. Before that, He was 
QHSE Director (1995-2005) and Technological 
Innovation Director (1993-1995) at Egidio Galbani 
Spa. Areas of Expertise: Food technology, 
food microbiology, management of system 
for food quality, safety and environemnt, crisis 
management, relationships with government 
agencies, associations and research institutes.
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Ministero delle
politiche agricole
alimentari e forestali

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF

PROMOTED BY IN COLLABORATION WITH


